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suitable to be an adoptive parent, the agency shall contemporaneously file

the original with the Division.

(b) The agency shall retain a copy of a completed or incomplete
preplacement assessment for at least five years.
" § 48-3-306. Favorable preplacement assessments.
An individual who receives a preplacement assessment containing a

finding that the individual is suitable to be an adoptive parent shall provide a
copy of the assessment to any person or agency considering the placement of
a minor with the individual for adoption and shall also attach a copy of the
assessment to any petition to adopt.
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" § 48-3-307. Assessments completed after placemen!.
(a) If a placement occurs before a preplacement assessment is completed,

the prospective adoptive parent shall deliver a copy of the assessment when
completed, whether favorable or unfavorable, to the parent or guardian who
placed the minor. A prospective adoptive parent, who cannot after the
exercise of due diligence personally locate the parent or guardian who placed
the minor, may deposit a copy of the preplacement assessment in the United
States mail, return receipt requested, addressed to the address of the parent
or guardian given in the consent, and the date of receipt by the parent or
guardian for purposes of G.S. 48-3-608 shall be deemed to be the date of
delivery or last attempted delivery.

(b) If a petition for adoption is filed before the preplacement assessment
is completed, the prospective adoptive parent shall attach to the petition an
affidavit explaining why the assessment has not been completed and, upon
completion of the assessment, shall file it with the court in which the
petition is pending.
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" § 48-3-308. Response to unfavorable preplacement assessment.
(a) Each agency shall have a procedure for allowing an individual who

has received an unfavorable preplacement assessment to have the assessmen t

reviewed by the agency. In addition to the authority in G.S. 131D-10.5, the
Social Services Commission shall have authority to adopt rules implementing
this section.
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(b) An individual who receives an unfavorable preplacement assessment
may, after exhausting the agency's procedures for inteTnaT review, prepare
and file a written response with the Division and the agency. The Division
shall attach the response to the unfavorable assessment.

(c) The Division shall acknowledge receipt of the response but shall have
no authority to take any action with respect to the response.

(d) If an unfavorable preplacement assessment is completed and filed with
the Division and a minor has been placed with a prospective adoptive parent
who is the subject of the unfavorable assessment, the Division shall notify
the county department of social services, which shall take appropriate action.

(e) An unfavorable preplacement assessment and any response filed with
the Division under this section shall not be public records as set forth in
Chapter 1 32 of the General Statutes^

'

"Part 4. Transfer of Physical Custody of Minor
by Health Care Facility or Attending
Practitioner for Purposes of Adoption.

" § 48-3-401. -Health care facility ' and 'attending practitioner '

defined.
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